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JOHN  ADAMS 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS 

[John  Adams,  second  President  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1735.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  and  entered  the  profession 
of  the  law.  The  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act  stirred  him  to  revolt  against  the 
absolutist  policy  of  the  British  government,  and  from  that  time  he  played 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  movement  that  resulted  in  independence.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1774  to  the  First  Continental  Con- 
gress. From  the  first  he  favored  throwing  off  all  allegiance  to  Great  Britain, 
and  he  made  a  brilliant  speech  in  support  of  Richard  Henry  Lee's  motion 
for  independence.  When  war  with  Great  Britain  came  he  played  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  arranging  its  details  on  the  patriotic  side.  He  was  sent  as 
commissioner  to  France  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  that  country,  and  with 
Franklin  and  Jay  he  negotiated  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with  Great  Britain. 
He  was  made  minister  to  the  last-named  country  when  independence  had 
been  won,  and  when  the  national  Constitution  had  been  adopted  he  became 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  filling  the  office  eight  years.  When 
Washington  retired  John  Adams  was  elected  President.  He  died  on  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  American  independence,  July  4,  1826,  his  political 
rival,  Thomas  Jefferson,  expiring  on  the  same  day.  The  following  address 
was  delivered  at  his  first  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States  in 
1797.] 

HEN  it  was  first  perceived,  in  early  times, 
that  no  middle  course  for  America  remained 
between  unlimited  submission  to  a  foreign 
legislature  and  a  total  independence  of  its 
claims,  men  of  reflection  were  less  appre- 
hensive of  danger  from  the  formidable 
power  of  fleets  and  armies  they  must  deter- 
mine to  resist,  than  from  those  contests  and  dissensions  which 
would  certainly  arise  concerning  the  forms  of  government  to  be 
instituted  over  the  whole,  and  over  the  parts,  of  this  extensive 
country.  Relying,  however,  on  the  purity  of  their  intentions, 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the  integrity  and  intelligence  of 
the  people,  under  an  overruling  Providence  which  had  so  sig- 
nally protected  this  country  from  the  first,  the  representatives 
of  this  nation,  then  consisting  of  little  more  than  half  its  present 
numbers,  not  only  broke  to  pieces  the  chains  which  were  forg- 
ing, and  the  rod  of  iron  that  was  lifted  up,  but  frankly  cut 
asunder  the  ties  which  had  bound  them,  and  launched  into  an 
ocean  of  uncertainty. 
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The  zeal  and  ardor  of  the  people  during  the  Revolutionary 
"War,  supplying  the  place  of  government,  commanded  a  degree 
of  order  sufficient,  at  least,  for  the  temporary  preservation  of 
society.  The  Confederation,  which  was  early  felt  to  be  necessary, 
was  prepared  from  the  models  of  the  Batavian  and  Helvetic  con- 
federacies, the  only  examples  which  remain,  with  any  detail  and 
precision,  in  history,  and  certainly  the  only  ones  which  the  people 
at  large  had  ever  considered.  But,  reflecting  on  the  striking 
difference,  in  so  many  particulars,  between  this  country  and 
those  where  a  courier  may  go  from  the  seat  of  government  to  the 
frontier  in  a  single  day,  it  was  then  certainly  foreseen  by  some, 
who  assisted  in  Congress  at  the  formation  of  it,  that  it  could  not 
be  durable. 

Negligence  of  its  regulations,  inattention  to  its  recommenda- 
tions, if  not  disobedience  to  its  authority,  not  only  in  individuals, 
but  in  states,  soon  appeared  with  their  melancholy  consequences : 
universal  languor,  jealousies,  rivalries  of  states,  decline  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  discouragement  of  necessary  manufactures, 
universal  fall  in  the  value  of  lands  and  their  produce,  contempt 
of  public  and  private  faith,  loss  of  consideration  and  credit  with 
foreign  nations ;  and,  at  length,  in  discontents,  animosities,  com- 
binations, partial  conventions,  and  insurrection,  threatening  some 
great  national  calamity. 

In  this  dangerous  crisis  the  people  of  America  were  not 
abandoned  by  their  usual  good  sense,  presence  of  mind,  resolu- 
tion, or  integrity.  Measures  were  pursued  to  concert  a  plan  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty.  The  public 
disquisitions,  discussions,  and  deliberations  issued  in  the  present 
happy  constitution  of  government. 

Employed  in  the  service  of  my  country  abroad  during  the 
whole  course  of  these  transactions,  I  first  saw  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  in  a  foreign  country.  Irritated  by  no 
literary  altercation,  animated  by  no  public  debate,  heated  by 
no  party  animosity,  I  read  it  with  great  satisfaction,  as  the  result 
of  good  heads,  prompted  by  good  hearts ;  as  an  experiment  better 
adapted  to  the  genius,  character,  situation,  and  relations  of  this 
nation  and  country  than  any  which  had  ever  been  proposed  or 
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suggested.  In  its  general  principles  and  great  outlines,  it  was 
conformable  to  such  a  system  of  government  as  I  had  ever  most 
esteemed ;  and  in  some  states,  my  own  native  state  in  particular, 
had  contributed  to  establish.  Claiming  a  right  of  suffrage  in 
common  with  my  fellow  citizens  in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a 
constitution  which  was  to  rule  me  and  my  posterity,  as  well  as 
them  and  theirs,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  express  my  approbation  of 
it  on  all  occasions,  in  public  and  in  private.  It  was  not  then  nor 
has  it  been  since  any  objection  to  it,  in  my  mind,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Senate  were  not  more  permanent.  Nor  have  I  en- 
tertained a  thought  of  promoting  any  alteration  in  it  but  such  as 
the  people  themselves,  in  the  course  of  their  experience,  should 
see  and  feel  to  be  necessary  or  expedient,  and  by  their  represen- 
tatives in  Congress  and  the  state  legislatures,  according  to  the 
Constitution  itself,  adopt  and  ordain. 

Returning  to  the  bosom  of  my  country,  after  a  painful  separa- 
tion from  it  for  ten  years,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  elected  to  a 
station  under  the  new  order  of  things;  and  I  have  repeatedly 
laid  myself  under  the  most  serious  obligations  to  support  the 
Constitution.  The  operation  of  it  has  equaled  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  its  friends ;  and  from  a  habitual  attention  to  it, 
satisfaction  in  its  administration,  and  delight  in  its  effects  upon 
the  peace,  order,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  nation,  I  have 
acquired  a  habitual  attachment  to  it  and  veneration  for  it. 

What  other  form  of  government,  indeed,  can  so  well  deserve 
our  esteem  and  love  ? 

There  may  be  little  solidity  in  an  ancient  idea  that  congrega- 
tions of  men  into  cities  and  nations  are  the  most  pleasing  objects 
in  the  sight  of  superior  intelligences;  but  this  is  very  certain, 
that  to  a  benevolent  human  mind  there  can  be  no  spectacle  pre- 
sented by  any  nation  more  pleasing,  more  noble,  majestic,  or 
august,  than  an  assembly  like  that  which  has  so  often  been  seen 
in  this  and  the  other  chamber  of  Congress — of  a  government  in 
which  the  executive  authority,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the  branches 
of  the  legislature,  are  exercised  by  citizens,  selected  at  regular 
periods  by  their  neighbors,  to  make  and  execute  laws  for  the 
general  good.  Can  anything  essential,  anything  more  than  mere 
ornament  and  decoration,  be  added  to  this  by  robes  or  diamonds  f 
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Can  authority  be  more  amiable  or  respectable,  -when  it  descends 
from  accidents  or  institutions  established  in  remote  antiquity, 
than  when  it  springs  fresh  from  the  hearts  and  judgments  of  an 
honest  and  enlightened  people  ?  For  it  is  the  people  only  that 
are  represented;  it  is  their  power  and  majesty  that  is  reflected, 
and  only  for  their  good,  in  every  legitimate  government,  under 
whatever  form  it  may  appear.  The  existence  of  such  a  govern- 
ment as  ours  for  any  length  of  time  is  a  full  proof  of  a  general 
dissemination  of  knowledge  and  virtue  throughout  the  whole 
body  of  the  people.  And  what  object  of  consideration  more 
pleasing  than  this  can  be  presented  to  the  human  mind?  If 
national  pride  is  ever  justifiable  or  excusable,  it  is  when  it 
springs,  not  from  power  or  riches,  grandeur  or  glory,  but  from 
conviction  of  national  innocence,  information,  and  benevolence. 
In  the  midst  of  these  pleasing  ideas,  we  should  be  unfaithful 
to  ourselves  if  we  should  ever  lose  sight  of  the  danger  to  our 
liberties — if  anything  partial  or  extraneous  should  infect  the 
purity  of  our  free,  fair,  virtuous,  and  independent  elections.  If 
an  election  is  to  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote, 
and  that  can  be  procured  by  a  party  through  artifice  or  corrup- 
tion, the  government  may  be  the  choice  of  a  party  for  its  own 
ends,  not  of  the  nation  for  the  national  good.  If  that  solitary 
suffrage  can  be  obtained  by  foreign  nations,  by  flattery  or 
menaces,  by  fraud  or  violence,  by  terror,  intrigue,  or  venality, 
the  government  may  not  be  the  choice  of  the  American  people, 
but  of  foreign  nations.  It  may  be  foreign  nations  who  govern  us, 
and  not  we,  the  people,  who  govern  ourselves;  and  candid  men 
will  acknowledge  that,  in  such  cases,  choice  would  have  little 
advantage  to  boast  of  over  lot  or  chance. 

Such  is  the  amiable  and  interesting  system  of  government 
(and  such  are  some  of  the  abuses  to  which  it  may  be  exposed) 
which  the  people  of  America  have  exhibited  to  the  admiration 
and  anxiety  of  the  wise  and  virtuous  of  all  nations  for  eight 
years,  under  the  administration  of  a  citizen  who,  by  a  long 
course  of  great  actions,  regulated  by  prudence,  justice,  temper- 
ance, and  fortitude,  conducting  a  people  inspired  with  the  same 
virtues,  and  animated  with  the  same  ardent  patriotism  and  love 
of  liberty,  to  independence  and  peace,  to  increasing  wealth  and 
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unexampled  prosperity,  has  merited  the  gratitude  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  commanded  the  highest  praises  of  foreign  nations,  and 
secured  immortal  glory  with  posterity. 

In  that  retirement,  which  is  his  voluntary  choice,  may  he 
long  live  to  enjoy  the  delicious  recollection  of  his  services;  the 
gratitude  of  mankind,  the  happy  fruits  of  them  to  himself  and 
the  world  which  are  daily  increasing,  and  that  splendid  pros- 
pect of  the  future  fortunes  of  his  country  which  is  opening  from 
year  to  year.  His  name  may  be  still  a  rampart,  and  the  knowl- 
edge that  he  lives  a  bulwark,  against  all  open  or  secret  enemies 
of  his  country's  peace. 

This  example  has  been  recommended  to  the  imitation  of  his 
successors,  by  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  by  the  voice  of  the 
legislatures  and  the  people,  throughout  the  nation. 

On  this  subject,  it  might  become  me  better  to  be  silent,  or 
to  speak  with  diffidence ;  but  as  something  may  be  expected,  the 
occasion,  I  hope,  will  be  admitted  as  an  apology,  if  I  venture  to 
say,  that  if  a  preference,  upon  principle,  of  a  free  republican 
government,  formed  upon  long  and  serious  reflection,  after'  a 
diligent  and  impartial  inquiry  after  truth;  if  an  attachment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a  conscientious  deter- 
mination to  support  it,  until  it  shall  be  altered  by  the  judgments 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  expressed  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  it ; 
if  a  respectful  attention  to  the  constitutions  of  the  individual 
states,  and  a  constant  caution  and  delicacy  toward  the  state 
governments;  if  an  equal  and  impartial  regard  to  the  rights, 
interests,  honor,  and  happiness  of  all  the  states  of  the  Union, 
without  preference  or  regard  to  a  northern  or  southern,  eastern 
or  western  position,  their  various  political  opinions  on  essential 
points,  or  their  personal  attachments ;  if  a  love  of  virtuous  men, 
of  all  parties  and  denominations ;  if  a  love  of  science  and  letters, 
and  a  wish  to  patronize  every  rational  effort  to  encourage  schools, 
colleges,  universities,  academies,  and  every  institution  for  propa- 
gating knowledge,  virtue,  and  religion  among  all  classes  of  the 
people,  not  only  for  their  benign  influence  on  the  happiness  of 
life,  in  all  its  stages  and  classes,  and  of  society  in  all  its  forms, 
but  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  our  Constitution  from  its 
natural  enemies,  the  spirit  of  sophistry,  the  spirit  of  party,  the 
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spirit  of  intrigue,  profligacy,  and  corruption,  and  the  pestilence 
of  foreign  influence,  which  is  the  angel  of  destruction  to  elective 
governments;  if  a  love  of  equal  laws,  of  justice  and  humanity, 
in  the  interior  administration;  if  an  inclination  to  improve 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures  for  necessity,  con- 
venience, and  defense ;  if  a  spirit  of  equity  and  humanity  toward 
the  aboriginal  nations  of  America,  and  a  disposition  to  ame- 
liorate their  condition,  by  inclining  them  to  be  more  friendly 
to  us,  and  our  citizens  to  be  more  friendly  to  them ;  if  an  inflexible 
determination  to  maintain  peace  and  inviolable  faith  with  all 
nations,  and  that  system  of  neutrality  and  impartiality  among 
the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
government,  and  so  solemnly  sanctioned  by  both  houses  of 
Congress,  and  applauded  by  the  legislatures  of  the  states  and 
the  public  opinion,  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordained  by 
Congress;  if  a  personal  esteem  for  the  French  nation,  formed 
in  a  residence  of  seven  years  chiefly  among  them,  and  a  sincere 
desire  to  preserve  the  friendship  which  has  been  so  much  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  both  nations;  if,  while  the  conscious 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  people  of  America,  and  the  internal 
sentiment  of  their  own  power  and  energies  must  be  preserved, 
and  earnest  endeavor  to  investigate  every  just  cause,  and  remove 
every  colorable  pretense  of  complaint ;  if  an  intention  to  pursue, 
by  amicable  negotiation,  a  reparation  for  the  injuries  that  have 
been  committed  on  the  commerce  of  our  fellow  citizens,  by  what- 
ever nation;  and  if  success  cannot  be  obtained,  to  lay  the  facts 
before  the  legislature,  that  they  may  consider  what  further 
measures  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  government  and  its 
constituents  demand ;  if  a  resolution  to  do  justice,  as  far  as  may 
depend  upon  me,  at  all  times  and  to  all  nations,  and  maintain 
peace,  friendship,  and  benevolence  with  all  the  world ;  if  an  un- 
shaken confidence  in  the  honor,  spirit,  and  resources  of  the 
American  people,  on  which  I  have  so  often  hazarded  my  all,  and 
never  been  deceived;  if  elevated  ideas  of  the  high  destinies  of 
this  country,  and  of  my  own  duties  toward  it,  founded  on  a 
knowledge  of  the  moral  principles  and  intellectual  improvements 
of  the  people,  deeply  engraven  on  my  mind  in  early  life,  and  not 
obscured  but  exalted  by  experience  and  age;  and  with  humble 
reverence  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add,  if  a  veneration  for  the  religion 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  7 

of  a  people,  who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians,  and  a 
fixed  resolution  to  consider  a  decent  respect  for  Christianity 
among  the  best  recommendations  for  the  public  service,  can 
enable  me,  in  any  degree,  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  it  shall 
be  my  strenuous  endeavor  that  this  sagacious  injunction  of  the 
two  houses  shall  not  be  without  effect. 

"With  this  great  example  before  me — with  the  sense  and 
spirit,  the  faith  and  honor,  the  duty  and  interest  of  the  same 
American  people,  pledged  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  its  continuance  in  all  its 
energy;  and  my  mind  is  prepared,  without  hesitation,  to  lay 
myself  under  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  support  it  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power. 

And  may  that  Being  who  is  supreme  over  all,  the  patron  of 
order,  the  fountain  of  justice,  and  the  protector,  in  all  ages  of 
the  world,  of  virtuous  liberty,  continue  His  blessing  upon  this 
nation  and  its  government,  and  give  it  all  possible  success  and 
duration,  consistent  with  the  ends  of  His  providence. 


issued  by 
Americanization  Department 
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Highlights  of  the  American  past  told  by  Adamses 


in  their  own  handwriting 
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The  John  Adams  theme:  'Independence  Forever!' 


Counting  hack  from  1956  there  have  now  been 
11  generations  of  Adamses  living  on  New  Eng- 
land soil.  John  Adams,  whose  youthful  por- 
trait is  shown  above,  belonged  to  the  fifth 
generation.  As  floor  leader  for  freedom  in  1776 
be  led  the  debate  in  the  Continental  Congress 


ulted  in  approval  ol  the  Declaration  nl  th<-  hr-i  Vic--  I'r.-id.-ni.  ilu-  -ccond  President. 
,denee.  \s  politician  he  masterminded  He  died  on  Inlv  t.  L826,  just  50  years  after 
ip  that  made  George  Washington,  a  the  Declaration  was  adopted.  When  asked  a 
•ner,  commander  in  chn'l  ..!'  what  \va-  few  dav-  I u-i »<i«-  t<>  prupu-i-  a  iua-l  fur  the  Insi- 
st—mainly  a  New  England  army,  lie  iday,  be  summed  v. 
In  -i    I    S.   \lini-ior  to  Great   Britain,  gi\ 


SUAVE   DIPI.OMVI ';,!  :';:.  ,1,1m   fluim-v     Vlurns    wa-    [...r- 
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SPOKKsMVN  t,.r  V*  Fniihnd  in  it-  -...hti..il 
-  mill  ill.'  S>utli.  .l,.tm  Oiiin.-v  Ail.irn-  m.i-  n.imlnl  ]•>.■ 
B.  A.  Gilbert  as  he  looked  al  77  toward  the  end  ol  his 
and  arduous  service  in  the  House  "I  Representatives. 


Fighting  lifetime 
of  John  Qnincy 


John  Quiru'Y  Ailatu-  ".1-  liairni]  deliberately  by  his 
parents  In  lierome  IVe-ident  i»f  tin*  U.S.  and  achieved 
lh.il  l;...i1  in    UCi-  tin-  iinl\   - I  .1   IV -id.nl  ei.-r   |.> 

■  I .  hut  1  li.  Four  years  he  spent  in  the  White  House 

wen    il"    least  important  ol  his  long  and  remarkable 
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Adams' diplon* fareer.  \l..v ene,  painted  b)  Sir  Imedfe  Fore-mr  -I, 

I  willi  Lord  Gambier  on  Dec.  2  I. 
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The  cold  and  correct 
Charles  Francis 
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xjjovWuse  Murine ftr tired  eyes" 

*f^UC^   ^Zt*^lZ^~a       0fBthcl!£ropolTtan Opera 


Murine  is  a  great  comfort  when  my  eyes 

jncert  appearances,"  says  lovely  Rise 
s.  Slu-  uses  Murine  regularly,  too,  to  clear 
?y  after  heavy  stage  make-up.  Why  don't 


'-'' <■■"" <M«,,d  delicately  fr.gr.M. 

£ve*.ivx(\  L,fJ<X*l*  DEODORANT  STICK 
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The  Adamses  guarded 
their  papers  well 


ay-  Hunt;  <■!!  In  rvi-n  -u  \i|>  ul  |»,i] 
al  value.  Even  before  the  Declar; 


irli-  Krjurii  luil  lour  -«m-— Jnlm  Quincy  ihu  2nd,  Charles  I 
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{The  Education  oj  II, 
civilization  {Mom  Si 
volume  History  of  tin 
lions  oj  Th )■,!■, 


^  more  and  more  people  say. . . 

^E/%    9IVI   suntan  cream 

POSITIVELY  PREVENTS  SUNBURN 


-looking. 


. . .  positively  prevents  peeling  . .  .  positively  promo 

longest-lasting  tan  you've  ever  had. 

Sea  &  Ski's  positive  action  helps  screen  out  the  sun's  harmful  rays  and 

lets  you  tan  better  than  you  ever  have  before.  The  first  day  you  use  it,  Sea 

&  Ski  will  prove  to  you  why  it's  the  world's  largest  selling  suntan  product. 

•  Contains  no  drying  alcohol  and  is  not  a  messy  oil 

•  Available  in  unbreakable  squeeze  bottle  or  plastic  tube 

•  Gives  instant  relief  to  severe  sunburn 


GUARANTEE:  Your  n 
not  find  Sea  &  Ski  t 


>*#* 


